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Seiji started working at Mr. Kawamura’s wagashi shop in Kyoto when he was fifteen years old. He
worked there from morning to night every day and learned a lot. Seiji’s day started with cleaning the
house at six in the mbrning, and *ended with cleaning the kitchen at eight in the evening. In this way
he started his training to be a good Wagésbi maker. First he had to learn to tell good *beans and sugar
from bad, and then about cooking them. He had to work hard before he was able to make wagashi. He
spent a long time getting (Dthe skills he needed to make wagashi for the shop.

Mr. Kawamura always told him that wagashi is an art of the *five senses. You can enjoy each
wagashi in different ways. You *check how it looks, how it smells, and then how it feels in your hand
and in your mouth before you *taste it. How a wagashi’s name sounds when it is spoken is also
important. Many wagashi names are taken from beautiful Japanése place names or sometimes from

‘people’s names in Genji-monogatari. Seiji was surprised to find that @wagashi was much *deeper
than he thought. Again and again, Mr. Kawamura told Seiji that it is of course important to learn how
to make wagashi, but that it is more important for a wagashi maker to learn a lot about Japanese
culture.

Seiji knew he needed to make his own wagashi to open a shop. He worried about it a lot. Just
*copying others’ wagashi does not *move anyone. Mr. Kawamura said so very often.

One day, Seiji visited Nara and saw a very beautiful *scene. It was so moving that he could not
*forget it. He wanted to make a wagashi to show the beautiful scene. Every day he spent all his time
making his new wagashi.

Three months after he started it, Seiji finished making his own wagashi He took it to Mr.
Kawamura and asked him to try it. When he ate Seiji's new wagashi, he did not say anything but
smiled. @It was the first smile that he showed to Seiji.
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