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Keiko: Hello, Cathy.

Cathy: Aloha, Keiko.

Keiko: I’m sorry. What did you say?

Cathy: I said hello in *Hawaiian language.

Keiko: 1 have thought people in Hawaii speak only English.

Cathy: A lot of Hawaiian people can speak both English and Hawaiian language.

Keiko: I’m *surprised to hear that. (DHow do you learn two languages?

Cathy: We start to learn Hawaiian language at school for little children when we are two years old. Then *after we

finish the school, we *continue to learn it until fifth *grade at the *public school. In the fifth grade, we start to
learn English.

Keiko: Now I understand you speak both. Why do you learn both?

Cathy: My grandmother said that Hawaiian language was spoken a long time ago but the *population of the people
who spoke it was getting smaller after a lot of *westerners moved to Hawaii and Hawaii became a part of
America in 1898.

Keiko: Then, why didn’t the people in Hawaii change the language into English? What was a problem?

Cathy: If one language spoken in one place is gone, its way of thinking and living, and its culture *unique to the place
will also *disappear.

Keiko: *You mean, if Hawaiian language disappears, there will not be *anyone who knows Hawaiian culture and way
of thinking and living.

Cathy: Yes. And another thing, there are many things you cannot say without Hawaiian language.

Keiko: I’ve heard ukulele is a Hawaiian guitar, and hula is a Hawaiian dance. They are *borrowed into English.

Cathy: You know well. And some Japanese words are also borrowed into English. If your language disappears,
what will *happen?

Keiko: Oh, no. My favorite food, | @ I, will also disappear.

Cathy: I'm worried about that, too. So languages are very important to save unique culture.

Keiko: Now I understand that you learn English because English is used in your *daily lives, and that ©) | to
save its culture.

Cathy: Yes. It is good that Hawaiian language and Japanese are spoken by a lot of people. But in the world there are
a lot of languages disappearing because the population of people who speak them is getting smaller.

Keiko: 1 don’t know anything about @the endangered languages, so I would like to study a lot about these languages

in the world.
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